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Diatribe cloaked in
scientific language

Having been given good ev
idence from ihe literature
ihai the authors of Km-

sey. Sex and Fraud: the Indocin-
nation of a People* were not
against sex. as his review {Can
Med Assoc J 1991; 145; 989-990)
implied. Dr. E. Robert Langford
now claims to know of this ma-

lenal but says that it is off the
poml {Can Med Assoc J 1992;
146: 449). But he raised the point!

What readers of CMAJ are
seemg if they read Langford's re
view and the subsequent corres
pondence is an example of a
whitewash process in action.
Many egregious ethical breaches
look place in KJnsey's research.^
and they are fully documented in
the book. One of these is the use
of data from illegal and inhumane
sexual stimulation experiments
conducted without parental con
sent on very young children and.
as is clear from portions of Kjn-
scy's own text, against the chil
dren's will (some were ••fighimg
away from the panner"). Daia
irom these expenmenis w'crc used
lo reach conclusions — still ac

cepted m academia today — on
normal sexual development in
childhood.

Instead of berating the people
v^^ho have pomted out this traves-

of science tor ha\ing produced
3 "djainbe cloakod m scicniMk-

language" Langford would he
more credible if he joined them in
the very reasonable call for the
Kinsey Institute and KJnsey's co-
workers to provide details about
these children (including follow-
up information on their health)
and the expenmental team. He
does not seem to be perturbed
that tCinsey coauthor and former
Kjnsey Institute director Paul
Gebhard has refused to provide
this information or that Gcbhard

has given a fairly good insight into
the Kjnsey team's ethical stan
dards by recounting their "refusal
to cooperate with authorities in

apprehending a pedophile [one of"
iheir information sources] who
was being sought for a sex mur
der."' The whole thing is quite
astonishing.

J. Cordon Muir, MD
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Dr langford is simply wrong in
his implication ihat Dr. Muir has
i)uoied me out of context. U'hat I

actually said was: "The authors
raibc senous and disturbing ques-
iions about the accuracy, reliabili
ty and perhaps, truthl'ulnoss of the
figures given in KinscN's 1948
book and the methods b> M.hich
those data were obtained "" This

statement is particularly applic
able to Kjnsey's data on children

In one table Kjnsey reported
data on orgasm in approximatelv
50 male infants aged 5 years and
under. Kjnsey wrote that the or
gasms were observed and presum

ably induced by "cenain of our
subjects." Other data described
orgasms in young males that were
"timed with second hand or stop
watch." and still other "expen
menis" reponedh lasted up to 24
hours and yielded up to 26 or
gasms.

Man> of the subjects of these
cvpcnments wore ob\iousl> too
young 10 ha\o gisen consent to
these remarkable procedures. The
details of the experiments arc
not given, nor is there a word

ol conccrn b> Kinse> or his co
authors tor possible consequences
lo the subjects. U appears that no
follow-up was attempted.

I hope that these circum
stances uill raise ethical and fac
tual concerns on the pan of the
seientitic communip. l_jngford
contents himsel!' uiih the siate-
nieni that Kinse> "'might even

have obfuscated a little" and g
ly reaches the conclusion t
"Kinsey's work uas flawed
not fraud." I see no factual b;
for such a conclusion at present

Also disturbing is Langfor
focus on the motives of Muir a
the authors. What is relevant l';
IS not the motivation of th'
bringing allegations but. rath
the evidence that they advance.

I find the evidence, pan
which ts summarized above, co
pelling since it comes direc
from Kinsey's book. I find it c
turbing and believe it requi
investigation.
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